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Set in the city center of Medellin, Colombia, 
across the street from Museo Antioquia, this “Non-
Stop Landscape” mixed-use building seeks to bring 
activities to this passive space and turn it into a so-
cial hub. The program includes 30% housing, 20% 
hotel, 30% cultural center, 10% market and 10% 
healthcare.
By using a curve language that brings together all 
mixed-use programs and carving out public space 

in this volumetric cube, this project is conceived as 
a continuous artificial landscape that leads people 
to explore both horizontally and vertically - till to 
the very top, the roof garden with a panoramic view 
of the surrounding city context. 
The use of lamellas, spaced 0.5m apart, as both the 
facade and stairs of the building, gives the reading 
of a continuous landscape that generates fluidity 
in this otherwise passive urban space.
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In this series of model photos, the building was broken down 
by floors. The first floor fosters circulation at an urban level 
by creating passages across the site (refer to Site Strategy di-
agram); it also creates a converging place for people with pro-
grams like cafeteria, exhibition and market. The second floor 
hovers above the first floor, broken into 2 parts - one is cultural 
center and the other half is a gym. The third floor unites the 

two parts of the second floor into a whole and consists of cul-
tural center, hotel and housing programs. The concept here is 
to use the same organizing principle to create a variety of 
programs, which is to have some fixed linear enclosed bars 
as back-of-house space, and curtain partition around them as 
flexible program space.

Model Photo (Axonometric Views By Floors)
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Section Perspective Through Site



This section cuts through the 
site and shows how the building 
respond to adjacent conditions. 
By having porous ground floor, 
it allows for fluid circulation at 
urban scale. 

The section also shows the how 
the fins act as shading / facade 
for the building, and in some 
parts become steps for fluid 
vertical circulation.
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LEVEL3  10M  CULTURAL CENTER + HOUSING + HOTEL
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Northeast Corner Approach Collage

The ground floor acts as an open plaza for various 
activities including gathering, exhibition, perfor-
mance and market exchange. It allows for people 

both to pass by without obstacles in the way and to 
linger for other activities.



Ground Floor Public Space Collage

The floors plans are all based on a 10m by 10m reg-
ular column grid. Interior spaces (despite different 
programs) are organized based on the same strategy 

of fixed service cores and movable curtain parti-
tions, so that they may be resized or adapted for 
different uses over time.


